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DriveNow sees great potential for electromobility in Vienna 

 

Vienna/Munich, September 19, 2017 - DriveNow, the carsharing joint venture of the BMW 

Group and SIXT SE, sees great potential for the increased usage of electromobility options in 

Vienna. Robert Kahr, Managing Director of DriveNow Austria, comments the experience 

gained thus far with electric vehicles and the current challenges:  

 

“DriveNow focuses on sustainability for a long time. We are the sole car sharing provider in 

Vienna that offers electric vehicles. With 20 BMW i3 models, we paved the way very early in 

terms of the exploitation of electromobility options. Our conviction that the use of electric 

vehicles can make a decisive contribution in clearly sinking emissions in cities has been a 

motivating force. Furthermore, it shouldn’t be underestimated that we offer customers their 

first opportunity to come in contact with electromobility as well as create an increased 

awareness and feel for electric driving.   

 

After around two years of experience with the BMW i3, we can say with full confidence that 

the electric car has met with an excellent response in Vienna. Over 55,000 trips and more 

than 400,000 e-kilometers speaks for itself. And it is of particular interest to note: Through 

our e-fleet, it has been possible to save over 50 tons of CO2 to date. This equals the amount 

of CO2 that 4,000 trees absorb in approximately one year.  

 

And we can do more - or better said: we could do more. Sadly, the preconditions for e-

mobility in Vienna havehardly improved since the introduction of our electro-fleet. There is 

still no positive development in the expansion of the charging infrastructure - this is, however, 

a precondition for the increased potential use of electromobility. Incentive schemes, like, for 

example, the waving of parking fees for e-vehicles, have not yet been realized. Other 

Austrian cities, like Graz and Wels, are far ahead of Vienna when it comes to this issue.  

 

For us, the interplay of car sharing and electromobility is a phenomenal instrument with 

strong potential for further development. However, for this to happen, the requisite 

infrastructural preconditions must be established.  
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We want to play our part in making use of the available potential and to even more strongly 

advance sustainable mobility - with the city, and for the city.” 

 

--- 

About DriveNow: 

DriveNow, the carsharing joint venture of the BMW Group and Sixt SE, is available in various European cities and 

offers a range of high-quality premium vehicles of the BMW and MINI brands to rent, based on the free-floating 

principle. The vehicles can be hired and returned independent of location within a defined business area. More 

than 970,000 registered customers find and reserve vehicles using the DriveNow App and are able to use the 

service across multiple cities. DriveNow operates a fleet of 5,900 vehicles in Munich, Berlin, Dusseldorf, Cologne, 

Hamburg, Vienna, London, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Brussels, Milan, Helsinki and Lisbon. In all its cities, 

DriveNow also offers electric BMW i3. Several studies have proven that one DriveNow vehicle replaces at least 

three private cars. DriveNow therefore contributes to easing the traffic situation in cities. 

 

Press contact:  

DriveNow GmbH & Co. KG  Niklas Merk 

Seidlstraße 26    T: +49 89 / 5156 372 204  

D-80335 München   M: + 49 172 2510631  

www.drive-now.com/at/de    niklas.merk@drive-now.com  

 

DriveNow GmbH & Co. KG  Aurika von Nauman 

Seidlstraße 26    T: +49 89 / 5156 372 170  

D-80335 München   M: +49 174 / 24 16 826 

www.drive-now.com/at/de    aurika.nauman@drive-now.com  

 

 

http://www.drive-now.com/at/de
mailto:niklas.merk@drive-now.com
http://www.drive-now.com/de/de
mailto:aurika.nauman@drive-now.com

